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The more parents are engaged in the education of their 
children, the more likely their children are to succeed in 
the education system.  School improvement and school 
effectiveness research consistently shows that parental 
engagement is one of the key factors in securing higher 
student achievement.  The scale of the impact is evident 

across all social classes and all ethnic groups.

DfE Research Report 156, September 2011



Timeline of 

Events
Mr Roberts



▪September 2026

▪Y10 information evening

Year 10 at 
Urmston 
Grammar 
School...



▪December 2026 - Interim 1

oApproach to Learning

o Behaviour

oGCSE Target Grades

Year 10 at 
Urmston 
Grammar 
School...



▪Tue 16th March 2027 

Parents Evening

▪Mon 26th April- Wed 5th 

May 2027 :                        

Year 10 exams

▪July 2027 – Final Report

Year 10 at 
Urmston 
Grammar 
School...



▪Mon 21st June – Fri 25th

June 2027

▪Work Experience Week
Year 10 at 
Urmston 
Grammar 
School...



▪October 2027 – Work

related learning day

Year 11 at 
Urmston 
Grammar 
School...



▪November 2027

▪Sixth Form Open Evening

▪Presentations by Head 

of 6th Form current 

sixth form students

Year 11 at 
Urmston 
Grammar 
School...



▪November 2027

▪Year 11 Mocks (1)

Year 11 at 
Urmston 
Grammar 
School...



▪December 2027

▪GCSE Estimates issued
Year 11 at 
Urmston 
Grammar 
School...

▪Mock MFL speaking

tests



▪January 2027

▪Mentoring day

▪Parents Evening

▪Urmston 

Grammar Sixth Form 

applications deadline

Year 11 at 
Urmston 
Grammar 
School...



▪March 2028 

▪Year 11 Mocks (2)

▪March 2028 – Final 

estimates issued

Year 11 at 
Urmston 
Grammar 
School...



▪May 2028 GCSEs begin….

Year 11 at 
Urmston 
Grammar 
School...



▪June 2028 Prom

Year 11 at 
Urmston 
Grammar 
School...



▪Being here is the best

way to learn and make

progress.

▪Always worth asking...

could I go in?

Attendance



▪ Persistent absence has a major

impact: Persistently absent

students (missing 10% or more of

school sessions) had significantly

lower attainment. Only 35.6% of

persistently absent students

achieved grades 9-4 in English and

Maths GCSEs, compared to 67.6%

of all students.

Attendance



National Student Progress   vs   Absence Rate - 2023



▪Tell us! The more we know 

the better we can support!

EBSNA?



What makes 

a proactive 

learner?

Miss 
Lowe



The best bet for effective and efficient revision is

SPACED RETRIEVAL PRACTICE

Repeating the testing, 

spread out over time with 

increasing delays between.

Pulling knowledge out of 

your memory by testing yourself. 

This doesn’t just check what you know – the very act of 

trying to remember helps you learn the knowledge. 

But why does this work?!?

Effective Revision at UGS



Effective Revision at UGS



Effective Revision at UGS

Practices retrieving that knowledge (even though it was 
incorrect) which will make it easier to do so next time. 

The Testing Effect

The very act of trying to remember something strengthens your memory of it.



So why do students resist using this?

SPACED RETRIEVAL PRACTICE

Effective Revision at UGS



Effective Revision at UGS

Testing yourself 
on short prompted

questions and answers. 
Excellent for learning 

discrete/factual knowledge. 
E.g. flashcards, smart notes, 

retrieval quizzes

Testing yourself
by recalling lots of info 
at once without prompts.
Great for organising and 
linking knowledge. 
E.g. blurting, mind maps, 
essay plans

Testing yourself by applying what you 
know to familiar & unfamiliar situations. 

Fab for applying knowledge and practising skills. 
E.g. past paper questions, 

essay practice, practice problems



Effective Revision at UGS

Challenge is your friend –

if revision feels easy, it’s probably not effective!

Time is not an infinite resource; 

other techniques can work but will take longer. 
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Effective Revision at UGS



Effective Revision at UGS

PRACTICING CUED RECALL
Flashcards 

Metaphor

A comparison made 
without using ‘like’ or ‘as’

E.g. His home was his 
castle



Effective Revision at UGS

PRACTICING CUED RECALL

What is the 
function of the 

digestive system?

Smart Notes



Effective Revision at UGS

PRACTICING FREE RECALL
Blurting



Effective Revision at UGS

USING PRACTICE QUESTIONS



Effective Revision at UGS

USING PRACTICE QUESTIONS



Effective Revision at UGS

Each subject will require a different balance of them to be used,  

depending on the knowledge and skills to be learned and applied.



Work 

Experience
Miss Smith



Work 
Experience
June 2027

Fantastic opportunity
• All students participate

•Great success last 3 years –
lots of positive experiences

•The earlier the placement is 
planned the more beneficial 
it usually is

•Great opportunity to gain 
experience and 
employability skills



Work 
Experience
June 2027

Student comments
• I enjoyed being creative and given my own 

responsibilities. I think it has helped my 
concentration skills

• Being able to experience what a real work 
environment in terms of software development is 
like

• I liked that it put me out of my comfort zone, 
especially when communicating with others like 
customers, colleagues etc

• I learnt a lot about all kinds of engineering, cable 
calculations, how to become a successful engineer 
and get into the industry

• Being able to see a working environment rather 
than just being told what it is like

• I have learnt a great deal about how a general 
work environment works, and I enjoyed working 
alongside adults rather than people my own age



•Does not have to be in their 
chosen career field – all 
experience is valuable!

•Students encouraged to find their 
own placement (a small number 
of school sourced placements will 
be available but there will be a lot 
of competition for these)

•May seem a long time away but 
places go quickly

•Letter and necessary forms to 
follow later this term

Work
Experience
June 2027



•Please encourage your 
child to get organised and 
start thinking about this 
now 

•Hybrid/virtual 
placements are an option 
if necessary

•Please complete all 
necessary paperwork 
according to deadlines to 
avoid delays

Work 
Experience
June 2027



GCSE

Target Setting & 

Tracking

Mr Regan



▪In December of Y10 all students will be issued 

with a GCSE target grade per subject.

▪Target grades are typically based on KS2 prior 

attainment.

▪Targets determined by Fischer Family Trust (FFT)

KS4 Target Setting



'We are focused on providing accurate and insightful 

information to schools which enables pupils to achieve 

their full potential and schools to improve.'

(FFT Website)

▪FFT have many years of experience in mapping 

expected student outcomes at GCSE based on 

prior attainment

KS4 Target Setting



KS2 Scores

Reading = 110

Maths = 110

GCSE Grades
9,9,9,9,9,9,9,9,9

1,1,1,1,1,1,1,1,1

How are target grades determined?

KS4 Target Setting



The 50th Percentile
The grades achieved by students at the 50th percentile will 
form FFT50 Target Grades for students who have the same 

KS2 prior attainment E.g. 6,6,6,7,7,7,7,7,7,7

The top 20th Percentile
The grades achieved by students at the 20th percentile will 
form FFT20 Target Grades for students who have the same 

KS2 prior attainment . E.g. 6,7,7,7,7,7,7,7,8,8

GCSE Grades
9,9,9,9,9,9,9,9,9

1,1,1,1,1,1,1,1,1

▪ At Urmston Grammar students are 

issued with FFT20 targets.

▪ Balance of aspirational yet achievable

KS4 Target Setting



Example Students

High Prior Attainment

KS2 Reading 112 Maths 113

FFT 
50

FFT 
20

GCSE

Biology 7 7 6

Business 6 7 7

Chem 7 7 7

E Lang 7 7 6

E Lit 6 7 7

German 6 6 7

History 7 7 5

Maths 7 7 9

Physics 7 8 7

Higher Prior Attainment

KS2 Reading 120 Maths 116

FFT 
50

FFT 
20

GCSE

Biology 8 9 9

Chem 8 9 9

E Lang 8 8 8

E Lit 8 8 9

French 7 8 8

Geog 8 9 9

History 8 8 8

Maths 8 8 8

Physics 8 9 9

Mid Prior Attainment

KS2 Reading 105 Maths 112

FFT 
50

FFT 
20

GCSE

Business 6 6 7

E Lang 5 6 6

E Lit 6 6 6

German 5 6 8

History 6 7 8

Maths 7 7 8

RE 6 6 8

Science 5-5 6-6 8-7



▪ Parents/carers will be kept informed regularly either through an 

Interim Report or Full Report

▪ Target Grades will be issued at Interim 1 (December 2026)

▪ Reports will typically include:

- Approach to Learning (1-4)

- Behaviour for Learning (1-4)

- Progress towards target grades

(Exceeding, Meeting, Not Yet Meeting for Interim Report)

- Mock grades (where appropriate)

- Estimated grades (not Y10 Interim Report) 

Progress Updates



▪Following each report we would like all students 

to:

- Celebrate their successes!

- Reflect on where their areas for development 

are and how to improve further.

- The progress reports are important, but it is 

all about focusing on continual develop.

- Consistency in engagement is the key!

(Please avoid comparisons to other students)

Progress Updates



Progress Updates - Informal

- Much of what you already do!

- Discuss their work with them (look for 

positives and avoid comparing)

- Check Satchel One (SMHW) App regularly

- Support with organisation



KS4 Mocks and Exams

Throughout KS4 – Departmental ‘Topic Tests’

Y10 Mocks – This will take place at the end of 25th April – 5th 
May 2027. These are the first formal mocks in the exam hall. 
Will focus on most content delivered in first 2 terms of Y10

Y11 Nov Mocks – another set of mocks. Assessed on wider 
specifications.

Y11 Feb Mocks – final set of mocks. Assessed on whole 
specification.

Y11 May – GCSEs begin. Typically spread over 5/6 weeks.

(Please note – students do not get study leave, including the first 3 weeks 
of their GCSE exams)
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The Forgetting Curve



Supporting Spaced Retrieval

-Students will receive a guide to support home 

learning and spaced retrieval. 

- We want to stress that the below timetable is a 

guide, and we understand that some students 

will have activities outside of school during the 

week; recognising it is important to strike a good 

balance between the two. 

-Each piece of homework at Key Stage 4 will help 

with students prepare for their examinations. 

-Homework should be the priority for students 

to complete each night. 



Supporting Spaced Retrieval

-Alongside this and when students have 

completed the homework in good time students 

should aim to complete independent spaced 

retrieval practice to ensure effective revision is 

being completed throughout the year. 

-As a rough guide, students in Year 10 should be 

spending around 60 to 90 minutes on a 

combination of completing compulsory 

homework and starting to build an effective 

study habit to support their subject revision each 

night when time allows.

-This would be independent work.



Supporting Spaced Retrieval



▪The curriculum outline for each subject is available on 

our website via the link here.

KS4 Curriculum

https://www.urmstongrammar.org.uk/page/?title=Subject+Curriculum+Intent&pid=173
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KS4 Curriculum



GCSE Course Information

The GCSE course 
information 
outline for each 
subject for those 
starting GCSE’s in 
September 2026 
can be found 
using the below 
link: 

UGS GCSE Course 
Information

https://www.urmstongrammar.org.uk/attachments/download.asp?file=1655&type=pdf


Beyond GCSE

at Urmston Grammar



Sixth Form Requirements 2027 (These are 
reviewed annually, so are subject to amendment)

General Entry Requirements

▪ Minimum 2 x 7 grades & 4 x 6 grades at GCSE

▪ A minimum of grade 5 in Mathematics and English Language at GCSE.

▪ 8 or more GCSE qualifications

Subject Specific Requirements

▪ Courses in subjects taken at GCSE - a minimum of a grade 6 at GCSE.

▪ Some subjects have more specific requirements. For example...

▪ Maths – Grade 7 in GCSE Maths

▪ Further Maths – Grade 8 in GCSE Maths

▪ Chemistry – Grade 7 in Chemistry/7-6 in Combined Science and 7 in Maths

▪ Some humanities/social sciences will require a 6 at GCSE as well as a

6 in English Language

UG Sixth Form



Academic Curriculum

Art & Design
Biology
Business Studies
Chemistry
Computer Science
Economics
English Language

English Literature
Further Maths
French
Geography
German
Government & Politics
History

Maths
Psychology
Physics
Sociology
Physical Education
Religion, Philosophy & Ethics

UG Sixth Form

Enrichment Curriculum

Timetabled enrichment opportunities 

include:

▪ EPQ 

▪ Wednesday Electives

▪ PSHE

Support

▪ Regular mentoring to support academic 

progress, wellbeing & post-18 options.

▪ External speakers & events e.g. Lancaster 

University, Safe Drive & Healthy Lifestyles.

▪ Specialist MDV & Oxbridge Programmes



Each course, and most providers, have different 
requirements. They are usually a mix of GCSE and A Level 

qualifications, subjects, or exam grades.

How do GCSE results influence university or apprenticeship places?
Visit https://www.ucas.com/ to find out more about courses, 
providers and entry requirements.

GCSE grades needed to study PSYCHOLOGY BSc:

✓ University of Cardiff – Grade 6 in English Language & Maths (AAA - ABB)

✓ University of Cambridge – Candidates are ranked on GCSE grades (A*A*A)

Post-18 Options

https://www.ucas.com/


Thank you for joining us this evening


