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Year 7 
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• Welcome – Mr Kennedy-Fowler
• Literacy – Mrs McNally
• Wellbeing – Mrs Crouch
• Ethos, Support and Online safety – Mr Roberts
• Assessment & Tracking – Mr Regan
• Lakeside – Mrs Rogers
• Questions



Literacy at
Urmston Grammar



A language barrier



Our Ethos

Literacy is everybody’s responsibility

Life-long literacy toolkit 

At the heart of all communication



Literacy at KS3

Promote a love of reading

Broaden vocabulary

Build confidence in writing 

Step outside of your comfort zone



Promote a love of reading

Reading for pleasure is more important for 
children's cognitive development than their 
parents' level of education and is a more 
powerful factor in life achievement than 
socio-economic background. – Sullivan and 
Brown 2013

Literacy at KS3



Broaden vocabulary

‘teenagers who read for pleasure every 
day understood 26 per cent more words 
than those who never read at all in their 
spare time’ – UCL 2017

Literacy at KS3



Build confidence in writing 

1. Reading helps you develop critical thinking skills
2. Reading exposes you to a variety of writing styles
3. Reading allows you to study grammar in context
4. Reading helps you expand your vocabulary 
5. Reading inspires new ideas 

(Masterclass)

Literacy at KS3



Step outside of your comfort zone

‘Feel the fear and do it anyway.’ 

– Mrs McNally 2025

Literacy at KS3



Opportunities at Urmston
• Writing competitions 
• Reading room
• LRC
• E-Platform 
• Form time DEAR
• Form time DEAL 
• Word of the week 
• Perspectives magazine
• World book day 
• Personal statement 

workshop
• Super-curricular lectures 
• Scholars society
• Reading buddies 

• Reading lessons 
• Debating club 
• Globe theatre trip 
• Public speaking 
• Reading group 
• Theatre trips
• Treescapes 
• English language 

conference trip
• Shine school media awards 
• University essay 

competitions 
• Author visits 



Fortnightly reading lessons 

Challenging texts

Becoming active readers

Promote a love of reading

Reading Lessons



A language barrier



Wellbeing



Key Areas of Wellbeing

Physical

Social Mental

School

Parents Child



Lakeside

Interhouse 
Competitions

Community

Let’s Sing

Extra-Curricular clubs



Hummingbird Project

Topics covered include:

- Mental Health & Stigma

- Happiness & Wellbeing

- Resilience & Character

- Growth Mindset

- Hope & Gratitude

- Mindfulness



Kooth



Ethos, Support & 
Online Safety
Mr Roberts



•Being here is the best
way to learn and make
progress.

•Always worth asking...
could I go in?

Attendance



National Student Progress   vs   Absence Rate - 2023



Layers of support:
• Form tutor
• Subject tutors
• Pastoral officer
• Head of Year
• Head of School
• Headteacher

A graduated 
approach is 
recommended

Form tutor can 
direct questions or 
requests as 
appropriate

office@urmstongrammar.org.uk

mailto:office@urmstongrammar.org.uk


Online safety

There are undoubtedly huge benefits, but 
more-and-more we see the risks associated 
with online life

Cyberbullying

20% of young people say they have been targeted 
by online harassment.

Leads to feelings of isolation, anxiety and 
depression



Online safety

There are undoubtedly huge benefits, but 
more and more we see the risks associated 
with online life

Harmful content

Exposure to self-harm, eating disorders or 
violence

Over half of young people have reported seeing 
content that promotes harmful behaviours



Online safety

There are undoubtedly huge benefits, but 
more-and-more we see the risks associated 
with online life

Reduced offline engagement

Online at the expense of family time, hobbies or 
physical activity?

Reports show increased online time is linked to 
lower levels of life satisfaction and wellbeing



Online safety

There are undoubtedly huge benefits, but 
more-and-more we see the risks associated 
with online life

Social media pressure

Many people portray a 'perfect' yet unrealistic 
life online

Comparing against false 'perfection' lowers self-
esteem and leads to feelings of inadequacy



Phones and Social Media
Do you know what apps 
they are on?

Do you know who they 
are interacting with?

Do you know that they 
only have one account?

Do you know how to limit 
their internet history? 
Review it?







100s of guides so far - at least one added per 
week

Minecraft

The Metaverse

Discord

Youtube kids

Online loneliness

NFTs

Whatsapp

Roblox



A huge thank you to everybody who has supported 
our new phone policy

Phones and Social Media

A very positive start and we know it is having a 
positive impact



‘Be more than the sum of your grades’

Extra-Curricular Activities



Extra-Curricular Activities



Points for…
• Academic, effort, resilience
• Extra-curricular
• Community
• Celebration of achievement outside school

Houses

Bradfield Mersey Orme Oak Park



Learning to Learn







Assessment & Tracking

Mr Regan



KS3 Curriculum
Key stage 3 students will follow a broad and 
balanced curriculum which is inclusive, challenging 
and enable all students to gain a deep 
understanding of the subjects they are completing.



KS3 Curriculum



KS3 Curriculum



KS3 Curriculum



KS3 Curriculum



Students will be assessed in a variety of forms throughout 
the year to ensure a holistic approach is taken. 

This could be in the form of in class progress checks and 
assessments, classwork, homework and end of year exams.

It is all about focusing on the process and self-improvement.

Assessment & Tracking

EOY 
Tests

Year
8

Year
7

May 2026



Reports home will typically include the following 
information:

Approach to Learning
1. Proactive and positive approach to all aspects of 

learning; going above and beyond in your studies.

2. Positive approach to learning.

3. Approach to learning is inconsistent and falls below our 
expectations; follow your teacher’s advice to improve.

4. Approach to learning consistently falls below our 
expectations; follow your teacher’s advice to improve.

Assessment & Tracking



Reports home will typically include the following 
information:

Behaviour
1.Outstanding. You consistently demonstrate high levels of self-

control and a positive attitude towards your own education and 
that of your peers.

2.Good. You usually demonstrate self-control and a positive 
attitude towards your own education and that of your peers.

3.Improvement Required. You need reminding about our high 
expectations for behaviour and you have to be directed to 
improve.

4.Significant concerns regarding behaviour. These will have already 
been shared with parents/carers.

Assessment & Tracking



Reports home will typically include the following 
information:

Progress
1. Exceeding Expectations

2. Meeting Expectations

3. Not Yet Meeting Expectations

Progress will be a holistic judgement made by the subject 
teacher. These may include assessment(s), homework, 
class work and performance in lessons

Assessment & Tracking



- We request that you avoid asking your child how 
other students performed in assessments.

- Celebrate their successes

- Discuss how they can improve:
- Feedback from Assessments and Marked 

Work
- Mindset and Motivation
- Subject Specific Knowledge

Assessment & Tracking



Lakeside Residential
Mrs Rogers 



LAKESIDE IS A KEY OPPORTUNITY TO 
FURTHER EMBED OUR 3 KEY MESSAGES

PRIDE 

PARTICIPATION

EMPATHY



What our pupils  will learn:
It will be an action-packed trip! Pupils will return home exhausted, 
(and be able to dress their own bed!)

They will experience a wealth of physical team-building activities; 
fell walking, kayaking, zipwire, raft building, (weather permitting!)

Activity leaders are experienced outdoor educators. There will be 
one activity group leader and one UG staff member per group of 10 
pupils

They will start to develop new friendships with the people in their 
form and beyond! An opportunity to meet our older students in the 
sixth form.



Key Dates:

Mon 29th Sept to Weds 1st Oct   7U/R/M

Weds 1st - Fri 3rd Oct   7S/T



DEPARTURE DAYS (MON OR WEDS)

ARRIVE IN SCHOOL AT: 9.30AM
COME TO THE MAIN HALL WITH LUGGAGE



ARRIVAL BACK AT UG (WEDS OR FRI)

ARRIVE BACK TO SCHOOL AT: 3PM
(we will message out to Parents/Carers when en
route if the arrival time differs from this)

PLEASE COLLECT STUDENTS FROM THE MAIN 
ENTRANCE

STUDENTS ARE NOT DISMISSED FROM THE COACH



KIT LIST
• Warm and waterproof outdoor jacket
• Comfortable OLD shoes for activities, (walking shoes/trainers)
• Bring two pairs – one for dry activities, one for wet activities
• Pair of shoes for inside – slippers
• 2-3 pairs of long trousers – not jeans
• 5-6 T-shirts
• Underwear and socks - (extra socks!)
• 2 pairs of thick walking socks
• 2 towels
• Wash bag and toiletries
• Hat and gloves
• HEAD TORCH



KIT LIST

2 bin liners for wet clothes at the end of the trip

water bottle

No mobile phones

£5 (maximum) pocket money to spend in the tuck shop



MEDICATION
▪Bring all medications in either a plastic tub or small plastic bag 

that is clearly labelled with your child's full name and form and 
the dosage instructions.

▪The medication must be handed to Mrs Lattin on the departure 
day and will be stored in our school medication box.

▪Bring two inhalers/epipens – one for the school box and one for 
the child to carry in their rucksack.

▪Members of UG staff will administer the medication at the 
appropriate times.





▪ w/c 29th September - Lakeside Residential
▪ Thurs 6th November - Let’s Sing
▪ Wednesday 17th - Festival of 

Christmas Concert
▪ Weds 18th December - Pantomime Trip
▪ Tues 21st April - Y7 Parents & Carers Evening
▪ Mon 6th July - Celebration Evening 

Dates For Your Diary



Questions?


