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Beth Alexander – CHARITY SECTOR
Name: Beth Alexander
Employer: Forever Manchester 
Job Title: Awards Officer
Year Left UGS: 2019 (including UGS sixth form)
What is the story of your career to date?
I had been aware of the charity Forever Manchester for some time and volunteered at their biggest annual fundraiser in February 2022 whilst finishing my last year at university studying Criminology and Sociology, having completed my work experience week in sixth form at Forever Manchester in 2018. 
Forever Manchester is the community foundation for Greater Manchester and essentially funds community activity across Greater Manchester, in the hopes of making Manchester a better place and helps those organisations that slip through the government net for funding. Whether this be local Scouts and football groups, to cancer support groups, choirs, and mental health groups - the lot. After an 8-month period from June 2022- January 2023 working with the charity’s marketing team to help with social media, events planning and fundraising, Forever Manchester offered me a full-time permanent position on their grants team.
Since February 2023, I have been helping to assess applications for funding from community groups and charities across Greater Manchester, checking over documents to see if they meet legal requirements, whilst also helping groups on a one-to-one basis so that their application stands the best chance at receiving funding once it goes to panel. Whilst we work with many companies across Greater Manchester, we also work alongside Kellogg’s, solely delivering their Kellogg’s Breakfast Club Grants Programme to roughly 1,000 schools across the UK per academic year. More recently, I have also taken on extra events responsibility, helping to plan, organise and run the charity’s annual fundraiser alongside my colleagues, where we managed to raise over £100,000 in one night.
What subjects did you study at A Level at Urmston Grammar?
History, Psychology and Sociology.

How do you feel your subjects/time at Urmston Grammar prepared you for this career?
I have always had an interest in social sciences and whilst my job isn’t currently directly linked to sociological/psychological work, I feel that studying Sociology helped me to better understand the world, how individuals behave and how the general structure of society impacts demographics differently. I feel this has massively helped me in my job as I speak to so many different types of people every day, some of whom may be going through something difficult. I think having that sociological knowledge behind me as well as my A-Level Psychology has helped me to understand the individuals I work with better and therefore has helped me develop the necessary people skills to help me provide them with the best service possible.
What does a typical day look like for you?
The day either begins in the office, or if I’m working from home – the kitchen! I usually go through our enquiries inbox, respond to any external emails from applicants in response to my further information, or get to assessing new applications for funding/Kellogg’s applications depending on the time of year.
What skills do you think are important in your role?
Attention to detail, communication, people skills, time management, organizational skills.
What advice would you give to someone who wants to do your job?
Organisation is everything! Deadlines can come thick and fast if there’s a few funds open at once, so time management is really important. I’d also say just try to be personable, the idea of applying for funding can be daunting, so try to help make the process as easy and stress free as possible for applicants.
What is the best thing about your job?
Without a doubt the people. I’ve found that a lot of people who work in the charity sector often want to help others as best they can. I’ve also met so many lovely people on both sides of the sector, funders and applicants. When there’s a lot of awful stuff going on in the world, it helps make you realise that there are still great people out there, wanting to do great things for others. I find my job really rewarding!
Where can I find out more?
 Google is your best friend for finding more out about the charity sector and Manchester based charities! 
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