
Mad, Bad and Dangerous: an exploration of threatening 
women in literature and film

By Mrs McNally

What makes female villains more frightening than their 
male counterparts? 
We will start somewhere in the middle, with an 
exploration of infamous Victorian vampires and terrifying 
secrets locked away in attics. From there, we will journey 
across literature and time to investigate some of 
Shakespeare’s scariest women and how they have 
influenced the contemporary depictions of frightening 
figures we see in literature, television and film today. 

Our community lecture series has been designed to provide 
a super-curricular opportunity for students, particularly 
those in the 6th form, to experience university level teaching 
with an expert in their field. 

• Thursday 6th March 
• 5pm – 6pm 
• Urmston Grammar Theatre 
• Everyone is welcome
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